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IntroductionIntroduction
A Proficiency Based Economics MajorA Proficiency Based Economics Major

• Program review and revision
– In 10 years the department has changed its focus 

– Hansen proficiencies are the foundation of our student learning outcomes (SLO)

– Our research indicates that the SLO are consistent with discipline expectations 

– ePortfolios and undergraduate research are an integral part of our assessment

• Process
– We developed courses to provide scaffolding needed to promote student 
success

• ePortfolios
– Created by students

– Required section on proficiencies document student work and allow students to 
demonstrate how their work meets the proficiencies

• Student successes
– Examples of student portfolio pages

– Extent of student success is shown by their professional presentations, awards 
and publications
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10 years to produce student success10 years to produce student success

1998-2002

• February 1998 Provost calls for 
program review of low enrollment 
programs (post-NCA visit)

• 1998-1999 Economic faculty 
committee revises program 
focusing on student outcomes

• 2000-2001 Outside consultants, 
faculty debate and approval 

• 2002 Final Approval by University

2002-2008

• Fall 2002 First students enter 
under new program requirements

• May 2006 First under new 
program

• Spring 2006 – Spring 2007 Alumni 
surveyed and faculty review 
portfolio requirements

• 2005 First student wins an 
undergraduate research award 
and presents at regional meetings

• 2006 First student to win an 
international competition in 
research and be published.

• 2008 Three classes of completed.  
Seven students win awards or 
present at professional 
conferences
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We adopted the Hansen ProficienciesWe adopted the Hansen Proficiencies

W. Lee Hansen (2001).  W. Lee Hansen (2001).  ““Expected Proficiencies for Undergraduate Expected Proficiencies for Undergraduate 

Economics Majors,Economics Majors,”” Journal of Economic Education.Journal of Economic Education.

Graduates…

1. can access existing economic knowledge

2. demonstrate a command of existing 
economic knowledge

3. are able to interpret existing economic 
knowledge

4. are able to interpret and manipulate economic 
data

5. can apply existing economic knowledge

6. are able to create new knowledge

“loosely parallels” Bloom, B. S.  (1956).  “Taxonomy of educational 

objectives.  Handbook I:  Cognitive Domain,” NY, NY, David Mckay.
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Does the Economics Profession Agree with us?  Does the Economics Profession Agree with us?  

Evidence from a national survey by Myers, Nelson & Stratton. Evidence from a national survey by Myers, Nelson & Stratton. ““Assessing A Assessing A 

Proficiency Based Economics ProgramProficiency Based Economics Program…”…” invited presentation to the American invited presentation to the American 

Economic Association New, Orleans, January 2008Economic Association New, Orleans, January 2008

372%3%Written Comm. Skills
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Not

Important

753%Hansen 4 - data

461%Hansen 3 - interpret

659%Hansen 2 – display

186%Critical Thinking

950%Hansen 1 – access

284%Hansen 5 - apply

RankVery 

Important

Goal category

53%

29%

7Hansen 7 – question

NRHansen 6 - create

Not shown: oral communication skills (10) and 

ability to find economic data and use it in appropriate ways (5).

Classes

ePortfolio

Courses and ePortfolio Assessment of Undergraduate Economic Majors

Computer Skills for 

Economic Analysis 

Course

Required & Elective 

Economics 

Courses

Senior Research

Project / Capstone Course
(proficiency 6)

ePortfolio Started
�Develop web skills

�Study guidelines

�Develop “placer” items

�Draft career goals, etc

ePortfolio Updated    
(artifacts from courses 

for proficiencies 1 – 5 

with grades + reflective 

statements)

ePortfolio

Draft to  

UG advisor
(prof. 1 -5)

Revised & 

Final

ePortfolio

Final Evaluation of 

ePortfolio

by UG advisor

Evaluation of Research
(2 faculty w/ standardized rubric)
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Student PortfoliosStudent Portfolios

Description of Proficiency

Artifact and submission date 

Student reflection and submission date
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Student ExemplarsStudent Exemplars

• 2005 First student wins an undergraduate 

research award and presents at regional 

meetings

• 2006 First student to win an international 

competition in research and be published.

• 2008 Three classes of completed.  

– 30% win awards or present at professional 

conferences

– 4 awards, 8 presentations, 

– 2 international winners, 3 “publications”
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